
MARKET UPDATES  

Market Daily Update 28 APRIL 2025 

 

 Market Updates Disclaimer Contact Us 

Wall Street saw further gains over the long weekend, still supported by hopes that US-China trade tariffs could eventually 
be lowered to less extreme levels. The S&P rose by 2.0% on Thursday and 0.7% on Friday, and US Treasury yields fell.  

Equities rose across Europe and most of the Asia-Pacific on Friday, while the Aussie market was closed for ANZAC day 

after closing 0.7% higher on Thursday, surpassing the levels from just before the President Trump’s announcement of 

‘reciprocal’ tariffs on 2 April. 

The Australian dollar appreciated against all the major currencies, and Commonwealth bond yields followed US yields 
lower.  

In commodity markets, iron ore futures slid back below US$100 a tonne amid conflicting messages about US-China 
trade talks, while the Chinese Politburo announcement following its Friday meeting lacked specific details on stimulus. 
However, the news was sufficiently promising to support oil prices, while the gold price eased but remains only around 
5% off its record high from last week. 

Data-wise, the final University of Michigan’s consumer confidence index for April picked up 1.4pts from the initial 
estimate to 52.2, although this remains very low. One-year consumer inflation expectations rose to 6.5% this month, 
which is slightly lower than the originally estimated 6.7%, but still the highest since late 1981. The estimate for five- to 
ten-year inflation expectations was unchanged at a three-decade high of 4.4%.  

At the same time, US durable goods orders surged by 9.2% in March, supported by the choppy aircraft orders. Durable 
goods orders excluding transportation were flat in March, while core capital goods orders (non-defence excluding 
aircraft) ticked up by just 0.1% after declining by 0.3% in the previous month. 

The Chicago Fed national activity index, which is a weighted average of 85 US economic indicators, declined to -0.03 
in March, with the three-month moving average declining to -0.01 from 0.12 in February, indicating that activity growth 
is slightly slower than average. Negative contributions from production, inventories, and labour market were partly offset 
by increased personal consumption ahead of the tariffs. 

US weekly initial jobless claims picked up to a still-low 222k in the week ending 19 April, following a decline in continued 
claims to a two-month low of 1,841k the week before. 

The key domestic highlight this week will be the Q1 CPI on Wednesday. The CoreLogic home value index for April and 
the March trade balance are due Thursday, followed by Q1 retail sales volumes on Friday. Key releases offshore will be 
the first estimate of US Q1 GDP and the US employment data for April, the Chinese and US PMIs for April, as well as 
the report on US personal income and outlays for March, which will contain PCE [rice inflation targeted by the Fed. 

Economic Data Review  
● US: Durable Goods Orders (MoM, Mar) – Actual 9.2%, Expected 2.0%, Previous 0.9% (revised). 
● US: Initial Jobless Claims (w/e 19 Apr) – Actual 222k, Expected 222k, Previous 216k (revised). 

Economic Data Preview  
● US: S&P CoreLogic 20-City House Price Index (MoM, Feb) – Expected 0.4%, Previous 0.5%. 
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*Mogas95 is the Singapore benchmark petrol price closely linked to Australian domestic fuel prices.
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